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Special Issue: Gender-based Violence during Disaster

Research of Gender-based Violence during Disaster:
Overseas trends and future directions

IKEDA Keiko

(Shizuoka University)

After the Great East Japan Disasters (2011), for the first time in Japan, a fact-finding
research on gender-based violence during disaster was conducted and some policy
schemes were introduced to support affected women who experienced violence during
and after the disasters. The Symposium on Gender-based Violence during Disaster was
held as a part of program of ISGS Annual Conference 2013 (Sept. 8, 2013, at Wayo
Women’s University). The aim was to share the newly learned facts on gender-based
violence, and to discuss necessary interventions.

This paper describes outcomes of the symposium as well as overseas research trends
on this newly emerging issue. Mounting evidences strongly suggests that domestic
violence and other types of violence against women increase and are intensified after
disaster. It is also elaborated that violence during disaster reflects the pattern of violence
in normal time, though there are some specific features during disasters. Policies of
disaster response and recovery can affect the incidence of violence, too.

More empirical, detailed and longitudinal researches on gender-based violence
during disaster are needed, as well as quick fact finding survey immediately after the
disaster event. For this purpose, collaboration among disaster response workers and
planners, professionals of supporting violence survivors, survivors and academics will be
indispensable.
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