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The Norm of Motherhood :
Reconstructed Images through Educational TV Programs

TSUDA Yoshiko

(Tokyo Woman's Christian University)

Focusing on television as a means of creating and maintaining social norms, an
analysis of the “Mothers’ Study Room” television series broadcast by the NHK Education
Channel — the program’s title, cast and content — reveals how “the mother who educates
her child” has become the expected social norm. In the postwar period, with the
development of social education and growth in popularity of television, the Ministry of
Education and NHK, in their promotion of home education and broadcasting, targeted
mothers as their main audience. Combining three elements - scientific reasoning by
academics, the emotional appeal of the experiences shared by former teachers and critics,
and the involvement of mothers as good examples and questioners - the series served as a
guide to mothers. The expectation broadcast to mothers gradually expanded from
“understanding school life” to include “preventing missteps in life in general and guiding
the child to his/her full capacity.” This model of the mother as the educator of her child
was emphasized throughout the rapid economic growth period until the 1980s, requiring a
mother to continue to study, to educate her child and update her own knowledge.

Key words : norms of motherhood, women’s education, home education, educational
TV programs, mothers who study to educate



