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From Economic Growth Strategy to Positive Action for Women:
The Making of the Female Employees Promotion Law

MINAGAWA Masumi

(Seisen University, Waseda University)

The Female Employees Promotion Law was enacted at the end of August 2015.
The bill passed almost unanimously, even though the ruling and opposition parties
had conflicted sharply on security-related bills during the same ordinary session of the
Diet. Although the Abe administration conceived the bill simply as a part of the overall
economic growth strategy, it has nevertheless become a law that seeks the correction of
gender disparities, requiring employers to take positive actions concerning women.

This paper demonstrates the critical change in the characteristics of the bill
and how it came to be made, based on a detailed examination of the National
Assembly proceedings and the Labor Policy Council Equal Employment Opportunity
Subcommittee’s minutes. The findings are as follows: (1) the characteristics of the bill
changed with an amendment submitted jointly by the ruling and opposition parties; (2)
this change arose partly from a discussion at a Cabinet committee meeting referring to a
“Full Policy Package for Promoting Women”; (3) the change was canalized in committee
deliberations over the first version of the bill preceding the policy package and submitted
to the Diet in 2014.

Keywords : Female Employees Promotion Law, positive action, economic growth
strategy, law-making process, gender equality





