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Listening with Profeminist Attention, Appealing to the
Multitudes: Japanese Men’s Movement’s Tasks Introduced
from the Differences between Men’s Studies in Japan and
CSMM in English-Speaking Areas, Especially the US

KAIZUMA Keiko

(Iwate University)

Since the 1990s, CSMM has been studied systematically at universities in English-
speaking areas, and especially in the US. CSMM focuses not on the sameness, but instead
on the differences and power relations, between male CSMM scholars and their male
subjects of research or male students. CSMM is so deeply affected by feminism that
it aims to “empower” its subjects and students to progress toward anti-sexism, not to
“relieve” male victims of sexism.

However, the field of Japanese men’s studies is developing as “studies on, by, and
for men,” emphasizing its role as a kind of “study by insiders.” To combat Japanese
male scholars’ paternal and dominant attitudes toward their female subjects of research,
such “insider studies” were recommended by feminists—not only by male scholars.
Unfortunately, Japanese men's studies and movements have failed to be profeminist
because of their too-great emphasis on “men’s own feelings of victimization” and the
dualism of the oppressor/victim relationship. Men feel the need to criticize the dualism
question of priority, either leading to men's apologies or men's liberation, and the
essentialism of “men’s own feelings” as a part of hegemonic masculinity.

Keywords: Empower, Hegemony, Masculinity, Profeminism



