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A Filipina Women’s Network in a Catholic Church
in Rural Japan:
How Gossip Divided a Women’s Network

ONO Eri

(Ferris University, JSPS Research Fellow)

This article aims to reveal, from the perspective of gender studies, how a Filipina
women’s network in a Catholic church in rural Japan has been changed by gossip.
A Japanese social worker with the church helped Filipina women who were fleeing
domestic violence and sexual abuse, conditions that are connected to migrant women’s
living conditions in Japan. The social worker has a strong understanding of the migrant
Filipina women’s context and provides comprehensive support for rebuilding their lives
in local society. However, the Filipinas gradually stopped going to the church because
of gossip rooted in their economic condition and gendered norms in the local context.
According to an interview analysis, we determined that gender norms and the gendered
structure surrounding “rural brides” in the local community were the reasons for the
gossip. The Filipinas women recognized the gendered norms and structures, internalized
them, and evaluated each other based on these norms. Thus, such gossip turned them not
only away from the church, but also from their Filipina women’s network. It is obvious
that the gossip changed the network. Through this context, we can better understand these
women who are living under the highly gendered structures of rural Japan.

Keywords: Filipina Women, Catholic Church Social Activities for Migrant Women,
Gossip, Ethnic Network, Rural Area,
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