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Female Officers’ Feelings of Self-Worth
While Working at a Women’s Prison

SUZUKI Ikumi

(Hokkaido University Graduate School of Education)

The purpose of this study is to clarify how female officers find value in their work at
a women’s prison and avoid leaving these positions prematurely.

Five female officers at a women’s prison sat for individual semi-structured
interviews. The data were analyzed using a modified grounded theory approach.

The results produced 24 concepts, which were divided into five categories. They
also showed four stages of a process through which female officers find self-worth while
working at a prison. If newly hired female officers working at women’s prisons receive
appropriate career development training based on finding their worth as a corrections
officer, they are more likely to pursue a career and become a successful officer, rather than
resigning from the position prematurely.

Keywords: career building, gender, M-GTA, prison, prison officer
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