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Feminist Perspectives and Practices during COVID-19:
A Case Study of a Feminist Group in Chile

YANAGIWARA Megumi

(Ritsumeikan University)

This study aimed to ascertain the characteristics of the feminist movement in Chile
during the COVID-19 pandemic. It focuses on the Coordinadora Feminista 8M (CF8M)
and evaluates this prominent Chilean feminist group's activities during the early stages
of the pandemic, between March and June 2020. The paper begins with an overview of
the feminist struggle against the patriarchal violence colluded with neoliberalism and
the contemporary feminist movement initiated by campus-based protests against sexual
violence in Chile in 2018. The paper reviews the context of feminism in Chilean society
to discuss the means and perspectives used by Chilean feminists during the pandemic;
further, it analyzes the CF8M movement as a case study. CF8M was active on social
media before COVID-19 and has continued to use the internet throughout the pandemic.
The group's strategy showcases feminist counter-practices against the hazards that
result from capitalism and neoliberalism and the patriarchal violence exacerbated by the
pandemic.

Keywords: Chile, COVID-19, feminism, neoliberalism, women's movement



