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Gender Statistics and Removal of Gender
Fields:
Case Studies in Recruitment Processes

MURAO Yumiko
(Toyo University)

The purpose of this paper is to highlight issues surrounding the
cessation of gender information collection, using examples from the
recruitment process. Firstly, the influence on the Eruboshi Certification
System, which identifies companies excelling in promoting women's
empowerment, is described. The initial recruitment accreditation criteria
regarded companies providing equal employment opportunities to men and
women as ‘excellent’. Subsequently, companies were deemed ‘excellent’
even if they just employed more women than sector average, thereby
lowering the standards. This revision aimed to ensure that companies
removing gender fields from their application forms to accommodate
transgender employees could still attain the highest accreditation level.
Secondly, I discuss that gender fields are rapidly disappearing from
prefectural and municipal staff recruitment exam application forms to
accommodate transgender considerations, becoming impossible to monitor
gender discrimination through gender statics in recruitment. The core issue
lies in even those prefectures or municipalities less concerned with the
importance of gender statistics and equality, and less interested in gender-
based disparities in reality and needs, are reconsidering and eliminating
gender columns from official documents. The unintended consequence of
this is that it makes it difficult to ascertain the actual situation of gender
differences and reproduces insensitivity to gender equality.

Keywords: gender statistics, recruitment, gender field
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