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The development of on-campus childcare facilities at the
National University Corporation in Japan

URATA Misako

(Hitotsubashi University)

This paper examines the development of on-campus childcare facilities at eighty-six
National University Corporations in Japan since 1945, dividing the development into two
periods: from the 1950s to the 1970s and from the 2000s to the present. The paper also
tries to place the growing number of on-campus childcare facilities since the 2000s in the
context of the universities’ struggle for gender equality. In the first wave, between the
1950s and the 1970s, university faculties, graduate students, and children’s nurses played
a significant role in the creation and management of on-campus childcare centers. This
bottom-up effort helped in the establishment of these centers at most campuses that had
medical schools and at some large-scale universities. The paper also highlights the
relationship between this growth in on-campus childcare centers and struggles within the
wider labor movement by working women, such as nurses, for the introduction of new
childcare centers into their working environment.

The second wave of on-campus childcare facilities, from the 2000s, is strongly
connected to the larger, officially led effort of promoting gender equality in universities.
Science Council of Japan and the Japan Association of National Universities have been
the driving forces of this movement. Not only large universities such as Nagoya
University and Tohoku University, two of the forerunners in promoting gender-equal
campuses, but also small universities launched childcare centers even in campuses that do
not have medical schools. In addition, a government-sponsored program that supports
female specialists in natural sciences has also helped these universities establish various
kinds of childcare facilities in their respective campuses. The paper also points out the
need to understand the values that motivate universities’ efforts to build childcare
facilities. These values, it is suggested, are not limited to gender equality but are made up
of various ideas, such as the human need for scientific and technological progress.
Reviewing these values and modifying the practices based on them would be necessary
for the development of a gender-equal society in Japan.

Keywords : National University Corporation, on-campus childcare facilities, gender
equality, aid for female specialists, human resources
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