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Decision Making and Gender-related Issues in Japan

IWAMOTO Misako

(Mie University)

In Japan, almost all government-sponsored bills become laws, and they consist of
80-90% of the passed bills. However it is hard for the bills submitted by Diet members to
pass the Diet. Gender issues have long been excluded from government-sponsored bills
due to the close ties between the ministries and the dominant Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP). Under the LDP regime (1955-1993), the ministerial sections began making
policies in cooperation with experienced male LDP representatives, who competed with
one another under the single non-transferable vote (SNTV) electoral system. As a result,
gender issues were jettisoned from the agenda in mainstream policymaking. This led the
actors striving for gender equality to employ another channel, namely having legislators
submit bills for issues not considered part of in the ministry-—LDP complex of legislation.
Simultaneously, the judiciary issued landmark decisions regarding discrimination against
women in employment. This was not the case, however, for the subject of violence
against women, for which a law was created through a private members’ bill. To promote
gender issues, it is important to keep an observant eye on the development of the
decision-making process.

Key words: Political Process, Private Members’ Bill, Single Non-transferable Vote,
Bureaucracy, Judicial Decision



