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Gender Equality Promotion by Local Town Associations
and Local Government in Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan:
Three Cases of the Model Community Project for Gender
Equality Promotion by Numazu City

INUZUKA Kyota

(University of Shizuoka)

This paper provides an overview of the Model Community Project for Gender
Equality Promotion by Numazu City, Shizuoka Prefecture, Japan. The paper further pro-
vides pointers to enhance local town associations’ involvement in planning and organiz-
ing activities for the promotion of gender equality alongside local governments.

The author guided and researched the Model Community Project for Gender Equali-
ty Promotion in three communities in Numazu over a period of about six years. The re-
search yielded the following results. First, all three communities are chiefly managed by
old male officials. Second, all are concerned about the future decline of community activ-
ities owing to diminishing numbers of young people, the aging population, and weakness
of the local economy. Third, the above concerns have been stimuli for innovation, leading
to changes in notions of gender and formerly fixed gender roles in community activities
that have facilitated the introduction of activities for gender equality promotion.

Keywords : Model Community Project for Gender Equality Promotion, local town asso-
ciation, local government




