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Toward Gender Equality in Childcare Support:
A Case Study of Families Affected by the Earthquake
Disaster of 2011

KIWAKI Nachiko

(Fuji Women's University)

The purpose of this paper is to verify the support offered by the local government
and NPOs in P City, Niigata Prefecture to families evacuating from neighboring
Fukushima Prefecture following the Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011 and
to analyze the matters arising from a gender perspective.

The reasons for making P City the object of this investigation are twofold. First,
based on its experience of the Niigata Chuetsu Earthquake in 2004, P City has established
a disaster-response system. Second, the city has three all-weather parenting centers and
has strengthened its childcare support bases in normal times.

According to the investigation, from an early stage after the earthquake P City
implemented “visiting” childcare at the shelters, waived child support fees, and ensured
means of transportation for evacuee children to the nursery. On the other hand, some staff
made careless comments about evacuee mothers because of a lack of understanding of
their needs, and shared recognition about support for evacuee families remains an issue.
The NPO “N” in P City continues to run the “Fukushima Salon” with the objective of
empowering evacuee mothers. Furthermore, it became clear from the investigation that
evacuee fathers still feel alienated for economic reasons following the disaster.

This paper considers day-to-day childcare assistance and family support at the time
of disaster from a gender perspective.

Keywords : Childcare support, Great East Japan Earthquake, refugees, gender, parenting




