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Gender Mainstreaming in Peace Support Operations:
Military Gender Adviser Functions

NAKABAYASHI Ken (Ministry of Defense)
SATO Fumika (Hitotsubashi University)

This paper examines the functions of gender advisers in the military in the context of
gender mainstreaming in peace support operations. Since the Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing in 1995, gender mainstreaming has been promoted in all areas, in-
cluding the security fields. In particular, the need to bring a gender perspective to the
work of the military in peace support operations has been recognized. The EU and NATO
have integrated gender adviser functions into their military contingents, with the Swedish
Armed Forces taking the lead, and have improved operational effectiveness in mission
fields such as Afghanistan. The UN’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations (DPKO)
has also published guidelines for integrating gender adviser functions into the military
component of peacekeeping missions.

This paper outlines the background of gender adviser functions in the military, and
identifies the advisers’ specific tasks and training. It also considers gender advisers’ work
in the mission field of Afghanistan and presents recommendations for Japan’s activities.
The DPKO has requested that troop contributing countries appoint a gender focal point
within each military contingent. Taking into account such trends in the world, Japan
should take the necessary measures.

Keywords : Gender mainstreaming, peace support operations, gender adviser, military




