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From Mobilizing Women to Promoting Solidarity:
The Role of Local Government
“Community Development Officers” in Thailand

ETOH Sae

(Dokkyo University)

Since the late 2000s Thailand has started to mobilize women through community
welfare policies under the national government strategies for a “welfare society.”

There is concern that such policies to mobilize women will overburden women,
especially the poor.

To realize a “welfare society,” it is necessary to promote solidarity between genders
as well as between social classes. It has been observed that “community development
officers,” local government staff members first appointed in the 2000s to implement
welfare policies, hold the key to introducing gender sensitivity.

To ensure the effectiveness of these officers, three points should be followed.
The first is to give a professional character to their work, providing the officers with
appropriate knowledge and skills regarding gender-related social policies. The second
is to help maintain a good relationship with local political leaders. The third is to recruit
and assign officers living in close proximity to their birthplace. Having the opportunity to
meet local residents on a daily basis will facilitate the officers’ collection of information
about the residents.

Successfully following these points will maximize the ability of the community
development officers to change the policy focus from mobilizing women to promoting
solidarity.

Keywords : Thailand, local governments, community welfare, mobilizing women,
gender sensitivity





