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Relevance of Japan’s National Action Plan to Implement

UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (UNSCR1325) and

Japan’s Policies to Promote Women’s Active Participation
in Society

HASHIMOTO Hiroko

(Jumonji Junior and Senior High School)

Since the objective of UNSCR1325 is for gender mainstreaming in peace and
security policymaking and activities, Japan’s national action plan to implement
UNSCR1325 (1325NAP) was prepared in close and unprecedented collaboration with
civil society from gender mainstreaming perspectives. However, Japan’s policy on
women’s participation and advancement in the workplace intends to utilize women’s
power in the nation’s economic development. Thus, the policy lacks human rights aspects.

The Ministry of Defense (MOD) of Japan had started to recruit more females to the
Self-Defense Forces (SDF) in order to supplement the decreasing number of male officers
prior to the launch of the national policy on women’s participation in society. Therefore,
government policy accelerated the MOD policy and the Ministry’s activities to increase
female SDF members, resulting in a huge increase in the budget allocation to these
activities.

Since the implementation of Japan’s 1325NAP at the MOD, which started in April
2016, mainly focuses on providing gender training to the officers to be dispatched to
peacekeeping operations, realization of gender equality in the MOD by implementing
1325NAP will take time.

Keywords : United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325, National Action Plan,
policies promoting women’s participation in society





