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What’s Wrong with Women’s Support Services:
Current Issues of Domestic Violence Laws in Japan

KAINO Tamie

(Ochanomizu University)

The Domestic Violence Act of 2001, an essential first step in addressing the issue
of domestic violence in Japan, was enacted further to female MPs’ legislative activities
in solidarity with the women’s movement. A typical piece of gender legislation, the
Act raised awareness of the various kinds of suppression and violence against women,
addressing in particular the serious threat of domestic violence to the younger generation
of women and empowering survivors, a majority of whom tend to bury their experiences.
Although gender equality and female empowerment are far from being achieved in Japan,
culturally DV Act 2001 has had a significant impact on Japan’s traditional patriarchal
society. However, to whatever extent the Act is successfully implemented, not a few hard
steps on the way to its goals remain and amendments are needed. With the exception of
the provision on protection orders, the Act has no proper provisions for a support system.
The Act’s system of self-reliance for survivors of domestic violence is a “conversion”
of the women’s support service (WSS) of the Anti-Prostitution Law. The administrative
discretionary character of the WSS is said to be a high barrier for the rights-oriented and
civil liberties protection appeals of DV victims. The WSS is the only public women’s
support system in Japan, but it is characterized by the division of women as well as deep
sexual discrimination. Without liberation from the WSS, we cannot expect a serious
response to the needs for women’s protection. It is essential to establish a new gender
system of support for women.
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