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Actual Conditions and Measures to Address
"Gender-based Violence'" in Asia:
Survey by Asian Network of Women's Shelters (ANWS)

KITANAKA Chisato

(Hiroshima University, All Japan Women's Shelter Network)

Gender-based violence is a serious problem which is found in many Asian countries.
In some countries in South Asia, more than 30% or 40% of women have experienced
physical violence from their partners. On the other hand, in Hong Kong and Singapore,
women’s experience of physical violence from their partner is less than 10%. Taiwan
might be one of the most active areas in Asia addressing violence against women.
Malaysia has had a DV Act since 1994, which was the first DV-specific law in Asia.
However, in Malaysia, public organizations do not provide sufficient support for DV
victims. Instead, NGO shelters play a major role by providing a wide range of important
services including counseling, telephone hotlines, shelters, accompanying the victim
to the police station and court, legal support and childcare. In both areas, feminism and
social work disciplines are embedded in victim support. From victim support in both
areas, it is clear that comprehensive and continuous services are needed. All these things
are lacking in DV measures in Japan.

Keywords : Gender-based violence, NGO shelter, feminist social work





