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The Current Situation and Problems of Career
Development, Gender Studies, and Gender Education
among Gender Researchers: From the Survey for the
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ETO Setsuko (Kyorin University)
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TAGUCHI Kumiko (Wayo Women's University)

The International Group for the Study of Women was established in 1977, and
its name was changed to the International Society for Gender Studies (ISGS) in 2003.
Upon the 40th anniversary of the group’s foundation, the ISGS’ editorial board surveyed
its members to learn about their career development processes and current conditions
related to jobs or gender studies. After completing the survey, a discussion was held for
young researchers to give them the opportunity to express their feelings about the current
situation of gender studies.

The survey revealed the diversity of each member’s career development process and
role models for young researchers, and encouraged them about the present and future state
of gender studies. However, young researchers worried about whether they should have
alternative specialty in addition to gender studies. Young researchers are being especially
troubled about applying for research grants from the Japanese Ministry of Education,
Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), because MEXT has removed the
gender studies category from its grants. By contrast, young researchers also think gender
studies are important for bringing about societal change.

As a result, the anxiety young researchers feel about career development and the
important of supporting them have become clear.

Keywords: International Society for Gender Studies, career development, gender
researchers, gender studies, gender education



