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The History of Reproductive Health
/ Rights and Recent Problems

SUGANO Setsuko

(Rikkyo University)

Many issues related to women’s bodies have been raised in various context, but these
have been framed as basic human rights with the emergence of the notion of reproductive
health / rights derived from concerns about reproduction. However, as the declining
Japanese birthrate is reported as a form of crisis, the nation’s attention to reproduction is
increasing, and a variety of problems, including those related to reproductive technology,
have emerged. The concept itself is entering a new phase. This article reviews the history
of reproductive health / rights and considers how we should think about this concept in
the future.
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