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Challenges of Middle Eastern Gender Studies:
Searching for Ways to Go beyond
“Gendered Orientalism”

TORIYAMA Junko

(Ritsumeikan University)

The article critically examines works on the Middle Eastern gender studies to
discuss the field’s development, issues, and solutions. Like other women from the Third
World, women in the Middle East have often been defined as “the other.” This has become
increasingly common in the current political and cultural environment, where Islam has
become the single biggest target to blame the world’s misfortunes. How can we approach
women from different cultures without denying their faith or cultural values? What are
the difficulties involved in the process? With these questions in mind, this article explores
the ways of going beyond the problem of “gendered Orientalism,” which exposes women
to the layers of different types of power and ultimately deprives them of their voices, and
essentializes them merely as a symbol of “the other.”

Keywords: Middle East gender studies, Third World feminism, gendered Orientalism.





