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Actual Conditions and Challenges of Teachers' Lives and
Educational Activities during the COVID-19 Crisis from a
Gender Perspective: Based on a Pilot Survey of Teachers

ATOBE Chisato (Rikkyo University) / KIMURA Ikue (Hokkaido

University of Education) / KAWANO Ginko (Yamagata University) /

IKEGAMI Toru (Kansai University of Welfare Sciences) / TAKANQ

Yoshiko (Uekusa Gakuen University) / MURAKAMI Kyoko (Hosei
University) / TAGUCHI Kumiko (Wayo Women's University) / INOUE
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This is a pilot survey of schoolteachers who were forced to deal with sudden,
nationwide simultaneous temporary school closings due to the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic and examines the actual conditions and issues they faced during the crisis from
a gender perspective.

Since the pandemic has affected female workers, the Cabinet Office’s Gender
Equality Bureau has recommended that maximum consideration be given to its impact on
women. However, there is no mention of female teachers working in schools.

With the above in mind, in this study, we conducted a pilot survey of teachers' lives
and educational activities, to understand the dilemmas teachers have faced during this
time of crisis. We found that female teachers are "caught” between childcare, nursing
care, and their work as teachers. They are concerned about being "left behind" in the
future as younger teachers take over the work and roles of female teachers. We found
some cases where the burdens of child-rearing and other responsibilities were overcome
through mutual collegiality among teachers and flexible responses by the educational
administration; however, there were also issues with educational policies themselves,
where the presence or absence of collegiality may affect teachers during emergencies.
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