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Political Science and Gender

— From Staatswissenschaft to Paradigm Change —

OGAI Tokuko (Visiting Associate Professor, Brigham Young University)

The ratio of female members of the Japanese Political Science Association (JPSA),
founded in 1948, is only 8.1% of the current total. JPSA Annual Journal published every
year since 1950 has accepted no more than 18 female contributors in total by the end of
2003.

This paper examines, from a gender perspective, women’s status in JPSA and the po-
litical theory which excluded women as its subject.

1.- In the Meiji era, Japan accepted the political ideology of German nationalism as
the model for Meiji government and academic discipline. The politics and academia
worked together to institute the authoritarian political style in Japan. The patriarchal Staat
Wissenschaft theory spontaneously excluded women, and it was inherited by Japanese po-
litical scientists.

2.- In the Taisho era, Yoshino Sakuzo translated democracy as “Minponshugi”, which
is different from “Minshushugi”. His idea was supportive of the argument for women’s
right to vote under the Imperial monarch system. But even though his idea was an inno-
vative one, “Minponshugi” focused on how to use the political right and it was far too
short of the theory to create new civic rights for women.

3.- Even after WWII, the principle of exclusion of women was kept in the political
science and very few academic papers dealt with women. Maruyama Masao, a prominent
political scientist, referred to women in his analysis of Fascism. His reference to women
was only a few lines long, but it suggested the dawn of gender analysis in political sci-
ence.

4.- The case of Kubota Kinuko, the first female contributor to the JPSA Annual Journal
was deemed as an example of conflict between gender identity and academic career.

5.- Gender is now a key concept of contemporary political science, and it may help
change the paradigm of political science. The process has just started to develop.

Key Words  Japanese Political Science Association (JPSA), Staat Wissenschaft (State
Study), Democracy (Minponshugi), JPSA Annual Journal, engendering





