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The mechanism of gender differences in research
performance in the Japanese academic field

UZAWA Yumiko (Part-time Lecturer, Nihon University)

This paper explores at the macro level why research performances of female scholars
have been generally inferior to those of male scholars, drawing on the Practice Theory
by P. Bourdieu, R.W. Connell and B.S. Ortner. The result of analysis illustrates that fe-
male scholars have less access to economic, social and cultural capitals that are neces-
sary for their research in the respective stages of their academic career development, such
as school life, employment opportunity and workplace promotion. This finding suggests
that the accumulation of practices and knowledge in the academic field, or in Bourdieu's
word academic champ, in Japan has been constructed in reference to the gender regime
rather than achievement orientation. In the light of its findings, this paper also discusses
the possibility of changing the current situation.

Key words: resarch performance, field(champ), gender, practice theory, capital
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