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Elderly Japanese Men’s Views on the Concept of
Violence and Violence against Women in Particular

MIYAZAKI Seiko

(Associate fellow Institute for Gender Studies, Ochanomizu University)

Recently, DV (domestic violence) and violence against women in general are increas-
ingly considered to result from sex discrimination. Previously, interviews conducted with
elderly Japanese women by the author's research group showed that violence against
women existed in various forms even before WWII, and that the women had expended
tremendous energy to avoid it. Even today, in all likelihood, many people think that DV
is committed by anti-social beings and that their own life is free from violence.

This study examined from multilateral viewpoints what elderly Japanese men (aged
65 and above) recognize as the concept of violence and under what circumstances, through
interviews with 11 elderly men concerning their life histories. The interviewees belong to
the generation who spent their adolescence in the militaristic era and experienced mili-
tary service and student mobilization. Our study found that in their minds their exercise
of physical force against others is connected to their experience of gaining power. Many
of them did not lose their identity by being battered, and whether the interviewees ex-
pressed such experience as “violence” depended on the circumstances they were in. The
interviewees’ experience of wife battering and the discourses about it suggest that batter-
ing occurs within the power relation between husband and wife. Thus, DV and other forms
of violence against women should be considered as having wider implications than com-
monly believed.

Key Words : the Concept of Violence, Violence against Women, Domestic Violence, Life
History
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