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Incorporation of Support for Infertility Treatment into
Population Policy

TSUGE Azumi
(Meijigakuin University)

In many countries, including Japan, the governments have been used abortion, con-
traception, and sterilization — both the legalization and illegalization thereof — for popu-
lation control in terms of quantity and quality of life.

In 2004, the Japanese government started a new policy of supporting infertility coun-
seling and treatment which has been driven forward under ‘the Basic Law for Counter-
measures to the Falling Birthrate in Society’ established in 2003. The inclusion of infer-
tility treatment symbolizes the character of the law to increase reproduction. At the same
time, this law explicitly advocates an ideal of a gender-equal society and implies a con-
cern with women’s reproductive health. Given the law’s stated goal of gender equality,
the question is how and why did the government decide to support infertility treatment
and what is the possible impact of that decision.

Reviewing the official minutes of committee meetings and other governmental docu-
ments, this author examines the reasons why infertility was included in the population
policy. At the beginning, infertility counseling was part of the ‘Program for Women’s
Life-Long Health’, including reproductive health. But pressure from some elements of
the medical community on the government to financially support not only counseling but
also expensive procedures shifted the emphasis from women’s reproductive health and self-
determination to actively encouraging infertile couples to have infertility treatments as part

of the new population policy.

Key words : population policy, infertility treatment, the declining birthrate, reproductive
health





