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Women’s Invisibility and Marginalization in Environ-
mental and Developmental Issues
—From a Case Study of a Community Movement Against the Construction

of a New Airport on Ishigaki Island, Okinawa—

HAGIWARA Natsuko
(Rikkyo University)

Many women have played an important role in environmental or community devel-
opment issues. These women, in spite of a variety of different problems and social op-
pression, have demonstrated their determination to keep active in developing community
movements, which have resulted in genuine social meaning and political action. However,
when the women began to take part in a community movement, they were generally ig-
nored by large sections of society and became alienated and marginalized. The conven-
tional social ideology failed to recognize the women’s contribution sufficiently and re-
garded the women’s voices as not worth listening to. Even today, women still suffer from
the negligence of society which denies them full participation in the decision making pro-
cess.

This paper aims to explore how women become “invisible” and “marginalized” in com-
munity movements in the field of environmental problems, in spite of the fact that they
are very active and play an important role in the movements. Firstly, I will discuss “eco-
feminism” which emerged in Europe in the 1970s and raised the question of women’s
“invisibility” and “marginalization” as a social problem. Secondly, I will analyze the pro-
cess of women’s “invisibility” and “marginalization” in a specific case of an environmen-
tal community movement called “Anti Construction of a New Airport on Ishigaki Island,
Okinawa,” which became a topical social issue in the 1980s. My analysis will be based
on several of the concepts of subsistence recognized by eco-feminism. Thirdly, I will dis-
cuss the importance of women’s participation in all aspects of the various steps involved
in solving environmental and developmental problems. In particular, women’s participa-
tion in the decision making process is a vital element for constructing effective solutions
for any community.

Key words : environmental and developmental issues invisibility, marginalization, eco-
feminism subsistence





