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Integration of the Gender Issues to the Education for
“Sustainable Development”
— Focusing on Unpaid Work —

MATSUBAGUCHI Reiko

(Iwate University)

The term “sustainable development” became widely established after the U.N. Con-
ference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 1992, and the ”U.N. Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development”(UNDESD) commenced in January 2005, result-
ing from the World Summit for the Sustainable Development (WSSD) in 2002. Although
gender justice is clearly written about in discussing ESD issues, concrete deployment, on
the other hand, is opaque. Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to show the perspec-
tive towards “gender mainstreaming” in ESD and focus on the “visualization of unpaid
work”, which is an international gender issue in this case.

First, centering on “sustainable development” from an *“educational” viewpoint and
from the perspective of ESD and “gender”, the background in which concepts, such as
GAD, have appeared is surveyed, and it is necessary to connect both factors with each
other which is clarified. Next, addressing the danger that “development” and “education”
will bring about in the collapse of the subsistence and the institutionalization of the gen-
der role, this is made clear based on Japan’s experience. A critical examination of “edu-
cation” as a reproductive system is performed with a gender issue known as visualization
and gender statistics of “an environmental care” as unpaid work, and the importance of
reflecting on the process followed in Japan is also shown.

Key words : Education for Sustainable Development(ESD), unpaid work, subsistence,
gender statistics, environmental care





