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The Issues of Physical Education Curriculum from the
Viewpoint of Gender-Politics

ITANI Keiko
(Kyoto University of Education)

This paper aims to review the trends of research concerning gender-politics in school
education and to present the results and issues concerning gender-politics in physical
education.

The study of gender-politics in the physical education curriculum has just begun and
important issues for its development have been proposed.

The first point is the necessity of critical discussion concerning the present situation
whereby the PE curriculum is dominated by modern sports.

Sport emerged and developed as a masculine culture which reflects modern society.
However, there are various international theories and practices in PE programs.

The second point is the necessity of paying attention not only to the official curriculum,
but also to local gender politics from local educational boards, schools and classes.

Various complex, political forces control the school curriculum, so the real situation is that
national reforms have not reached local education.

The third point is the idea that gender politics in physical education involves two-way
relationships including interaction between teachers and students. In practice it is generally
known that learners have received knowledge from teachers one-sidedly, and at the same time,
they have consciously and unconsciously developed the skill of choosing proper knowledge
from diverse information.

Key words: physical education curriculum, gender-politics, sport, official curriculum, local
politics





