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Discussion of Practices and Researches in Science
Education from the Gender Perspective

NAKAZAWA Chie
(Tokyo Gakugei University)

This article focuses on the issues of gender in science education and learning at compulsory
schools. Based on the review by Brotman and Moore, four themes and the main findings from
the researches of gender and science education are introduced; 1) a focus on equity and access,
2) a focus on curriculum and pedagogy at schools, 3) a focus on reconstructing the nature and
culture of science, and 4) a focus on identity.

On the contrary, Most of researches in Japan still stay at the early stage to explore
gender disparities and inequality in science education and learning. Educational policy in
Japan addresses very little to intervene science classrooms or practices on gender inclusive
curriculum. It is mainly planned to provide some extracurricular programs for the girls who are
already interested in science or going to take the science courses. In conclusion, Japan needs
the perspective and actual practices for attainment of science literacy and positive interests and
attitudes toward science for all of the girls.

Key words: science education, gender, compulsory schools, science lireracy





