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State Feminism and Female Bureaucrats — Are they Femocrats?

TANAKA Hiromi

(German Institute for Japanese Studies)

This paper offers a preliminary analysis of “femocrats” in Japan. Focusing on female
bureaucrats who are either currently working or used to work in the national machinery for
the advancement of the status of women, the paper explores the way in which these women
are participating in women’s policy formation. The analysis is based on data collected through
interviews with female bureaucrats who have work experience in either the Office for Women’
s Issues (Fujin Mondai Tantoshitsu, 1975-1994), the Office for Gender Equality (Danjo Kyodo
Sankakushitsu, 1994-2000) or the Gender Equality Bureau (Danjo Kyodo Sankakukyoku,
since 2001). Based on the analysis, it was found that they were already concious of or bacame
conscious of existing gender inequality and that they became committed to promoting gender
equality either before or after they enter the male-dominate state administration. It also found
that the transfer to and work in the national machinery could play a significant role in the

“femocratization” of female bureaucrats.

Key words: female bureaucrat, femocrat, state feminism, gender politics
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