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Broadcasting Culture and Gender

Miiko KODAMA

(Musashi University)

Broadcasting performs a very important role in shaping the present culture of Japan. At
the same time, the broadcasting system itself is firmly rooted in existing social institutions that
include gender practices.

Dominant influences shaping Japanese culture come from “the mainstream population”
whom the author sees as predominantly able-bodied, Japanese males, who are graduates of
leading universities, in their 20s to 60s and residing in metropolitan areas. Representation of
women is extremely low and other minorities are mostly excluded from broadcasting and other
pivotal fields providing news information to the nation. Broadcasting content often displays
gender bias, whether intentional or not.

This essay points out some examples of biased broadcasting and suggests some possible
strategies to resolve this. The author argues that increasing the representation of women
within the industry and taking account of women’s viewpoints when making programs would
improve the industry’s imaginative capacity, facilitating better understanding of minorities and
developing a more genuinely multicultural outlook in society.

Key words: gender, media, broadcasting, culture, “mainstream population”, multicultural
society





