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Process of Transformative Learning of Gender Learners
from the View Point of “Awareness”

— A Study on the Process of Transformative Learning by P.Cranton

YAMASAWA Kazuko

(Graduate Student of Japan Women'’s University)

Around 1999, when the Basic Law for Gender-equal Society was enacted, many
institutions of social education in Japan, such as women’s center or community centers offered
courses in gender studies. The aim was to support women so that they could become free
from gender roles. This study investigated gender learners who studied how to become more
independent, and analyzed their process of transformative learning by using their life stories.
The purpose of this paper is to consider “confirming awareness” and to make a new model on
the process of transformative learning other than that of the P.Cranton’s model.

Confirming awareness which has already been proven by other reports is important in
the process of transformative Learning. I basically use the transformative learning theories
of J.Mezirow and P.Cranton, and the reflective theory of D.Schon. I examined confirming
awareness from gender learner’s life stories and found the following 5 results. First of all, there
are 3 type of, confirming awareness: 1.intensifying the assumption of transformative learning
and advancing to the action level, 2. intensifying the assumption of transformative leaning
that doesn’t advance to action and 3.one that clearly exist from tacit knowing. Secondly, there
are 4 patterns that confirming awareness is concerned with in the process of transformative
learning. Thirdly, when confirming awareness is repeated, it is possible to embody in further
action. Fourthly, the transformation of Gender learners occurs even when they affirm that an
assumption is correct. Fifthly, confirming awareness works in transformative learning not only
when learners have disorienting dilemmas but also in their daily lives.

Thus I found 5 types of information from this study, and tried to remake a new elaborate
process of transformative learning using them.

Key words: transformative learning, confirming awareness , assumption, gender learners, life
story





