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Promotion of Gender Equality in Academia : Support for
Nurturing the Careers of Female Researchers

TSUGAWA Akiko

(Former Professor/Coordinator of Office for Gender Equality, the University of Tokyo)

In view of the current critical situations in Japan regarding the decreasing birthrate/
increasing aging population, the resulting reduction in young-labor-force and scientific
competitiveness vs. rapidly developing Asian countries, aggressive efforts should be made
to ensure Japan maintains its position as a nation renowned for its scientific creativity and
technology. One national strategy would be to secure diverse human resources,
irrespective of gender, age or nationality, but in particular to secure and promote the role
of female researchers with their diverse knowledge and wisdom.

In this paper, I will predominantly focus on the nurturing of female researchers’
careers, particularly in the field of science and technology, the current status of and issues
regarding the support of young researchers, and finally activities/efforts to promote
gender equality in the University of Tokyo.

We still have a long way to go regarding the nurturing of female researchers’ careers
in science and technology. For pre-school girls, it is important that we cultivate a curiosity
for science, and for elementary, junior-high and high school female students, it’s essential
that they are encouraged to apply for science and engineering courses at university and
graduate school. For female researchers, it is necessary to provide continuous support at
all stages of their career. Needless to say, intensive support and measures are required
during all of the aforementioned stages. Furthermore, if both national and local
government improved the working environment of both men and women, the problem of
low-birthrate may be resolved.

Post-war Japan has made outstanding progress in science and technology, boosting
its international status to a major economic power and a nation based on scientific
creativity and technology. However, from now on, the greatest challenge for people living
in the 215t century is to achieve “harmony between human activities and nature”. To
realize this objective, it is imperative that diverse human resources are utilized, in
particular female researchers, who have science/technology literacy and innovative
wisdom/knowledge.

Key words : Promotion of gender equality in academia, nurturing the careers of female

researchers, utilization of diverse human resources, maintenance of a nation
based on the creativity of science and technology.



