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Profession and Gender
— Focusing on Female Career Development

UZAWA Yumiko

(Meisei University)

It is said to be advantageous for women to enter a profession and sustain her career.
The problems professional women encounter in career development are examined in this
paper. First of all, after defining concepts used, those occupational groups assumed to be
professions in Japan are indicated. Secondly problems in professional career development
are considered. These are divided into (1) the entry process (2) the continuation
(sustainment) process.

Regarding the entry process, it must be pointed out that it is vital for women that
various entry methods exist, and educational background and age are unlimited. For
instance, many women may be put off becoming lawyers because entry is limited to those
with a post graduate degree. Next, when considering sustaining a career, childbirth and
child-care become an issue. Then, gender segregation, such as female status and lower
wages compared to males in the same organization, as well as lower income due to being
self-employed can be seen. Women tend to take on work with lower social prestige or
gender bias in job even in professions.

It is suggested that piled practices which classity jobs in professional work according
to the gender order of the whole society are big factors for gender segregation as
mentioned in a previous study by the author on licensed tax accountants. Such practices
also exist in very female professionals, and are shown by Bourdieu to be symbolic power.

Key words : profession, career, gender, women






