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Pride and Trouble of South Korean Women Soldiers:
Focusing on Women Soldiers’ Adaptation of Androcentric
Military Norms

YOO Byoungoan, SATO Fumika
(Hitotsubashi University)

Along with global gender mainstreaming of militaries, recent sociological studies of
women’s integration in the military have been conducted mainly around the United States
and Europe. However, the fact is that most of them omit Asian militaries. Through
demonstrating experiences of women soldiers in South Korea, where there still is a male
conscription system, this paper will focus on their process of adapting to androcentric
military norms.

The general principle of “peace=powerful nation=powerful military” is permeated
throughout South Korea. This means that a woman who becomes soldier does not bear a
stigma but rather a mark of pride. Her pride stems from high recognition and the esteem
in which female soldiers are held in the minority and from their service which is not
mandatory.

They experience some problems, however, due to excessive interest in them, as they
are a minority, and male-dominated military culture. They face difficulties on a daily
basis, such as creating camaraderie with male colleagues, sexual harassment, pregnancy
and subsequent child care, all of which are difficult to solve individually.

Under these circumstances, they aim to be true and rigid soldiers, and try not to
disturb military norms instead of demanding settlements and reform. We can conclude
that “the military can change women” more easily than “women can change the military”.
Through their process of attaining militarized pride and struggling with daily issues, they
conform to the androcentric military norms as do men.

Key words : women soldier, military, militarization, gender, South Korea








